
Subash Chandra Bose and The Nazi’s

Subhas Chandra Bose remains one of the most controversial figures in India's struggle for independence,
revered for his commitment to liberating India from British colonial rule, yet criticized for his alliances
with fascist regimes during World War II. While most of India’s nationalist leaders, particularly Mahatma
Gandhi, advocated for non-violent resistance, Bose believed in achieving independence through military
means (Gordon 104). His ideological divergence from the Indian National Congress and subsequent exile
led him to seek external support for India’s cause. In his quest to secure India’s freedom, Bose made a
pragmatic decision to align with the Axis powers, notably Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, during
World War II. While his relationship with Nazi Germany was not rooted in shared ideology, it remains a
controversial aspect of his legacy, as it involved Bose seeking support from a regime notorious for its
atrocities and aggressive expansionism (Bose, Sugatha). This literature review explores the nature of
Bose’s alliance with Nazi Germany, examining both the strategic motivations behind his actions and the
ethical dilemmas that have sparked debates among historians.

Historical Background

Subhas Chandra Bose’s political career began within the Indian National Congress (INC), where he rose
to prominence for his leadership and commitment to Indian independence (Gordon 106). However, he
broke away from the INC in 1939 due to ideological differences, particularly his opposition to Mahatma
Gandhi’s strategy of non-violent resistance. Bose believed that military action was necessary to secure
India’s liberation from British rule (Bose, Sugatha). After leaving India in 1941, Bose sought support
from the Axis powers, starting with Germany, as Britain’s enemies could provide the resources he needed
to wage a war of independence. Bose’s journey to Germany was perilous—he escaped British surveillance
by traveling through Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. Once in Berlin, he began negotiations with Nazi
leaders, aiming to gain military and logistical support for an armed uprising in India (Bose, Sarmila 250).
His time in Germany, though marked by diplomatic efforts to form an Indian government-in-exile and an
army (the Indian Legion), was also constrained by the Nazis' focus on their European campaigns, limiting
their assistance to Bose (Indian Express).

Although Bose’s alignment with Nazi Germany was driven by pragmatism rather than shared ideology,
this chapter of his life continues to provoke debates about his legacy. His shift to Japan in 1943, where he
found greater support for his cause, marked the next phase of his military and diplomatic efforts in World
War II (Firstpost).

Bose’s Alignment With Nazi Germany

Subhas Chandra Bose’s alignment with Nazi Germany was driven by his pragmatic desire to liberate India
from British rule. After his escape from British surveillance in 1941, Bose made a calculated move by
traveling to Berlin to seek support from the Axis powers. His decision was rooted in the principle that
"the enemy of my enemy is my friend," as he viewed British colonialism as India's foremost adversary
(Swarajya). Upon arrival, Bose engaged with high-ranking Nazi officials, including Heinrich Himmler



and Joachim von Ribbentrop, the Foreign Minister, to negotiate support for the Indian independence
movement (Bose, Sarmila 251).

One of Bose’s primary achievements was the formation of the Indian Legion, later known as the Free
India Legion (Azad Hind Fauj). This legion was composed of approximately 3,000 Indian prisoners of
war captured by the Germans from North Africa (Wikipedia). Bose envisioned the Legion as a key
component in his strategy to fight against British colonial forces. However, integrating the Legion into the
Nazi military structure posed significant challenges. Despite his efforts, the Legion was never fully
utilized in combat on the Western Front (Business Standard). Instead, they were mainly used for
propaganda and were stationed far from the active battlefield, limiting their effectiveness.

While Bose was able to create an organized military unit, his reliance on Nazi Germany was fraught with
challenges due to conflicting ideologies and the deteriorating Nazi military situation (Bose, Sarmila 254).
The Indian Legion's role in the larger scope of World War II remained marginal, but Bose’s efforts
underscored his relentless pursuit of Indian independence, even through unconventional alliances
(Firstpost).

Nazi Germany’s Perspective

Nazi Germany’s support for Subhas Chandra Bose was driven by realpolitik considerations, aiming to
weaken British control in South Asia during World War II. Bose’s anti-colonial agenda aligned with
Germany’s goal of destabilizing British rule, particularly in India, as part of a broader geopolitical
strategy to weaken Allied forces (Britannica). However, Nazi support was limited by Germany's focus on
its European campaigns. Bose received only minimal military and financial assistance, and the Indian
Legion, though symbolically important, played a minor role in actual combat due to the Nazis’ primary
European concerns (Gordon 108).

Legacy and Post-War Reflections

Subhas Chandra Bose's legacy in post-independence India is a mixture of admiration and controversy. He
is celebrated as a courageous freedom fighter who fought relentlessly for India's independence, yet his
alliance with Nazi Germany remains a point of debate. While many honor his contributions through
monuments, institutions, and national remembrance, modern reassessments highlight the complexities of
his wartime decisions (Bose, Sugatha). Bose’s pragmatic approach—allying with Axis powers—continues
to prompt discussions on the moral implications of his methods in pursuit of Indian independence. His
legacy remains multifaceted, balancing heroism with controversy (Firstpost).

Conclusion

In conclusion, Subhas Chandra Bose's decision to align with Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan remains
one of the most debated aspects of his legacy. While his unwavering commitment to India’s independence
is universally recognized, his controversial alliances with Axis powers complicate his historical narrative.
Bose’s strategy of seeking external support for Indian freedom, even from morally questionable regimes,
reflected his belief that liberation required a military path (Swarajya). Today, Bose is remembered as a



complex figure—both a national hero and a leader whose methods challenge traditional ethical
perspectives on the independence movement (Gordon 109).
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